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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
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International application No. PCT/G BOO/02946 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17)): 
Description, pages: 



1,2,4-24,26,28, 
29 



as originally filed 



25,27 
3 



as received on 
as received on 



06/09/2000 with letter of 
17/07/2001 with letter of 



17/08/2000 
12/07/2001 



Claims, No.: 

10-26 
1-9 



as originally filed 
as received on 



17/07/2001 with letter of 



12/07/2001 



Drawings, sheets: 

1/13-13/13 



as originally filed 



Sequence listing part of the description, pages: 

1-8, as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

[3 contained in the international application in written form. 

S filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
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□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure ii 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

S The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 

Yes: 
No: 



Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: 

No: 



Claims 3-4,7-9,13-14 

Claims 1 -2,5-6, 1 0-1 2, 1 5-26 

Claims 

Claims 3-4,7-9,13-14 

Claims 1-26 
Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VI. Certain documents cited 

1. Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 

and / or 

2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 
see separate sheet 
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VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
or industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Reference is made to the following document/s/: 



D1: US-A-5,874,260 
D2: WO 93/22461 



NOVELTY: 

5.1 D2 discloses a promoter-primer which has a primer to the 3-side of a promoter 
and a modified blocking nucleotide at the 3'-end of the promoter- primer. The 
primer being complementary to the 3'-end of a target sequence (see claim 1). The 
preferred blocking group is alkanediol (claim 7), propanediol being exemplified in 
Figure 3. One example of a promoter-primer according to the invention is SEQ ID 
NOs.: 6, 10 and 14 (see examples 8-10). These promoter-primers have lengths 
between 46 and 55 nucleotides and it is therefore clear that they have a blocking 
moiety within between 1 and 50 nucleotides from the promoter. Thus, claims 1-2, 
5-6 and 10-12 appear to lack novelty over D2. 



5.2 A method in which the 3'-end is extended after hybridization of a probe to a 
sequence formed as a result of the presence of a target sequence and a ds RNA 
polymerase promoter is formed as a result of the extension and RNA is produced 
by the action of the RNA polymerase is disclosed in the three last steps of Figure 
9 of D1. Claims 15, 19-20 and 26 therefore do not seem novel over D1. 

5.3 A cyclic version of the said method is also shown in Figure 9 of D1 and also 
claims 16-18 therefore lack novelty. 

5.4 The use of a detection probe labelled with horseradish peroxidase is disclosed in 
Example 2 of D1 and claims 21-23 therefore lack novelty as well. 

5.5 D1 discloses a kit containing the said oligonucleotide probe + primers and 
enzymes (column 19, lines 40-43) and therefore is novelty destroying for claims 
24-25. 
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INVENTIVE STEP: 

5.6 D1 discloses a oligonucleotide comprising a first 5*-end portion forming a stem- 
loop structure in which a blocking agent capable of blocking replication by a 
polymerase of the said oligonucleotide. The 3'-end portion is replicated when the 
oligonucleotide is used in a cyclic amplification assay. The oligonucleotide may 
contain a promoter for an RNA polymerase between the 5'- end and the 3'-end 
segments (see claims 1-7). The distance between the promoter and the blocking 
moiety is not specified in any examples in D1. However, claims 1-8 define the 
oligonucleotide, primer as containing three sections from its 5'-end to its 3'-end: 
The first section which contains the self-pairing region and the blocking moiety 
contains from 2 to 30 nucleotides; 

the second section which contains the RNA polymerase promoter contains from 5 
to 40 nucleotides; and 

the third section which contains the target binding region contains from 2 to 30 
nucleotides. 

These sizes of the different sections and the fact that the blocking moiety is 
situated 3' of the self-pairing region show that an oligonucleotide having a 
distance of from 1 to 50 nucleotides between the promoter and the blocking 
moiety is foreseen in D1 . Thus, the subject-matter of claim 1 constitutes a 
selection from the alternatives disclosed in D1. An inventive step can therefore 
only be acknowledged for the probe of claim 1 in case the applicant shows 
convincingly that the probes of claim 1 have a common special effect which is not 
shared by the other probes falling within the scope of claim 8 of D1, 

At present, the application does not contain any evidence which shows a special 
effect of the probes of claim 7-9 and an inventive step therefore cannot be 
acknowledged for these claims. 

5.7 As explained in the present application's description, the use of -5 and +12 
sequences in order to increase the promoter activity is well-known in this technical 
field and the subject-matter of claims 3 and 4 therefore does not appear to add 
anything inventive to claims 1 and 2. 
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5.8 The use of PNA in the sequence complementary to the target region is obvious to 
the skilled person, because PNA is a well-known alternative to DNA and RNA for 
hybridization purposes. Thus, claims 13-14 are not considered inventive. 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY: 

5.9 Present claims 1 -26 are considered industrially applicable. 



Re Item VI 

Certain documents cited (Rule 70.10) 



Application No 
Patent No 


Publication date 
(day/month/year) 


Filing date 
(day/month/year) 


Priority date 
(day/month/year) 


WO 99/37806 


29.07.1999 


26.01.1999 


27.01.1998 



* Content of priority document not checked 



The above document was published on the present application's first priority date, 
but before its filing date. It is therefore relevant for only those parts of the present 
application, if any, which do not have a valid claim to priority. 
Moreover, the above patent documents may become relevant prior art in the 
Regional phase of the present application. 

Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

7.1 Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5(a)(ii) PCT, the closest prior art document 
D1 is not identified in the description and the relevant background art disclosed 
therein is not briefly discussed. 

7.2 Contrary to the PCT Guidelines C-ll 4.16-4.17, terms, eg "Tween 20", used in the 
description have not been identified as registered trade marks. 

Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

8.1 It appears that claims 26 contains all features of claim 15 and therefore should be 
made dependent thereon. 
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5.2 Preparation of RNA 

(82) 

RNA1 was prepared using 100 ftnol of probes 1 and 2, T7 RNA polymerase butter; T7 
RNA polymerase (25 units) and 2 jil rNTP mix (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech). The 
reaction volume was made up to 20 jil with RNase-free distilled water. The mixture was 
incubated at 37 °C for 3 hours. 

53 Synthesis of RNA hv transcription 

Reaction mixtures contained 10 ftnol of probe 2 and probe 3 or 10 ftnol of probe 2 and 
probe 4. Probe 2 was complementary to the -5 and 17 promoter sequences of probes 3 and 
4 thereby creating a double stranded T7 promoter. Reactions contained T7 RNA 
polymerase buffer (Promega); T7 RNA polymerase (Promega) (25 units) and 2 \il rNTP 
mix (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech). The reaction volume was made up to 20 jil with 
RNase-free distilled water. The mixture was incubated at 37 °C for 3 hours. 

5.4 Synthesis of RNA off hybridised RNA or DNA primers 

Reaction mixtures contained 10 ftnol of RNA1 and probe 3 or 10 ftnol RNA1 and probe 4; 
10 ftnol probe 5 and probe 6 or 10 ftnol probe 7 and probe 6; 10 ftnol probe 5 and probe 
8 or 10 ftnol probe 7 and probe 8. The RNA or DNA primers (RNA1, probe 5 or probe 
7) were complementary to the 3' ends of probes 3, 4, 6 and 8. Each reaction contained 
Bst DNA polymerase (New England Biolabs) (3* 5' exo-minus, 4 units); 1 jxl dNTP 
mix (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech); T7 RNA polymerase buffer; T7 RNA polymerase 
(25 units) and 2 |al rNTP mix. The reaction volume was made up to 20 jil with RNase- 
free distilled water. The mixture was incubated at 37 °C for 3 hours. 

5.5 Capture and detection of synthesised RNA 

An aliquot of the assay sample was processed as described in preceding examples. RNA 
transcripts from probes 3 and 4 were quantified using capture probe 1 and detection probe 
1; RNA transcripts from probes 6 and 8 were quantified using capture probe 2 and 
detection probe 2. Results are presented in Figures 14 and 15. Figure 14(a) shows the 
amount of RNA produced using probes 2 and 3 (left hand pair of columns) or probes 2 and 
4 (right hand pair of columns), in a transcription-only reaction. Figure 14(b) shows the 
amount of RNA produced in a reaction requiring extension, followed by transcription, 
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Probe 8 ( H = Hexaethylene glycol) - as Seq ID No. 20 

Capture Prohe 1 - as Seq ID No. 17, Example 3 

Detection Probe 1 - as Seq ID No. 18, Example 3 

Capture Probe ? - as Seq ID No. 6, Example 1 

Detection Probe 7 - as Seq ID No. 7, Example 1 
5' GGATATCACCCG3 ' (3' alkaline phosphatase) 

Example 6 

This example compared the stepped amplification of 50 amol of a DNA primer using two 
linear DNA templates either containing or not containing chemical linkers 

6- 1 Preparatio n of oUg o^ ucIeojideg 

All oligonucleotide probes were prepared and purified as described previously. 
6 2 Synthesis of RNA off hyb ridised nh> n nuclentid^ 

For reactions using probes with chemical linkers, the following method was used. 
Hybridisation was achieved in an assay mixture that contained 1 fmol of probe 1 and 50 
amol of a DNA primer (probe 2) complementary to the 3' end of the linear template (probe 
1); Bst DNA polymerase (New England Biolabs) (3' -> 5' exo-, 4 units); 1 pi dNTP mix 
(Amersham Pharmacia Biotech). The reaction volume was made up to 18 pi with RNase- 
free distilled water. The mixture was incubated at 37 °C for 1 hour. After this time, 

20 fmol probe 3 was added in a volume of 2 pi, thus making the reaction volume 20 pi. 

For reactions containing probes without chemical linkers, probes 4 and 5 were used. 

Control reactions contained probes 1 and 3 only or probes 4 and 5 only. 

6 - 3 Capture and detection of svnthesised RNA 



, 17 ; 07 - 2001 3 10/048228 GB000294 

' " JG^|s*fd PCT/PTC 2 9 JAN 2002 

5' GAA ATT AAT ACG ACT CAC TAT A GG CrAa aga gag r 3 - 

3' CTT TAA TTA TQC TQA OTP ATA TCC CTCTCTCTCG5' (seq ID No. 1) ' 

"-5" sequence promoter " + 12" sequence 



The promoter sequence is underlined (the significance of the -5 and + 12 sequences is 
explained elsewhere). The promoter sequence recognised by the T7 polymerase may be 
referred to as the T7 promoter. In fact, several minor variants of the sequence (typically 
differing by only a single base) are known to be recognised by T7 polymerase, and to act 
as functional promoters. 



It is known in the prior art to provide single stranded probe molecules which comprise one 
strand of an RNA polymerase promoter. When combined with the complementary strand, 
a fully functional double stranded promoter is formed, which may then allow for RNA 
synthesis (transcription) using adjacent sequences downstream of the template strand of the 
promoter as template. Typically, in the prior art, formation of the double stranded, 
functional promoter occurs only as a result (directly or indirecdy) of the presence of a 
particular target nucleic acid sequence of interest, such that RNA synthesis is (directly or 
indirectly) indicative of the presence of the sequence of interest. 

However, the inventors have found that such systems may be associated with a relatively 
high degree of "background" signal (i.e. that RNA synthesis may occur in the absence of 
the sequence of interest), which can reduce the sensitivity, or reproducibility, of the assay. 
Surprisingly, the inventors have discovered that the signal: noise ratio can be dramatically 
improved by inclusion in the single stranded probe molecule of a "blocking moiety" which 
is not recognised by an RNA polymerase, the blocking moiety being positioned adjacent, 
or substantially adjacent, to the RNA polymerase promoter sequence. 

The term "adjacent" as used in the context of the invention, is intended to indicate that 
there are no nucleic acid bases between the blocking moiety and the promoter sequence. 
In practice, it will normally be preferred that the blocking moiety is not directly adjacent to 
the promoter (i.e. is placed "substantially adjacent"). The term "substantially adjacent" as 
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Claims 



a 



1. A probe molecule comprising single stranded nucleic acid; said probe comprising 
single stranded sequence complementary to a target nucleic acid sequence; a single 
strand of an RNA polymerase promoter sequence, and a blocking moiety, there being 
from 0 to 50 nucleic acid bases between the blocking moiety and the promoter 
sequence. 



2. A probe according to claim 1 , comprising the template strand of an RNA polymerase 
promoter. 

3. A probe according to claim 1 or 2, comprising a -5 sequence adjacent to the 3' end of 
the promoter sequence. 

4. A probe according to any one of claims 1, 2 or 3, comprising a +12 sequence 
adjacent to the 5' end of the promoter. 

5. A probe according to any one of the preceding claims, such that when hybridised to 
the target, the 3* end of the target is extendible by a DNA polymerase. 

6. A probe according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the target 
complementary portion is located 3' of the promoter sequence. 

7. A probe according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein a blocking moiety is 
located between position -19 and -68. 

8. A probe according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein a blocking moiety is 
located between position -19 and -38. 

9. A probe according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein a blocking moiety is 
located between position -22 and -35. 
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IPC 7 C12Q 


Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent (hat such documents are included in the fields searched 


Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data ba 


se and. where practical, search terms usee 




EPO-Internal 






C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


Category* 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


X 
A 


US 5 874 260 A (CLEUZIAT PHILIPPE ET AL) 
23 February 1999 (1999-02-23) 
column 11, line 21 -column 13, line 36; 
figure 1 


1-14 
15-26 


P,X 


WO 99 37806 A (CARDY DONALD LEONARD 
NICHOLAS ;RAY TREVOR DUNCAN (6B); MARSH 
PETER) 29 July 1999 (1999-07-29) 
cited in the application 
the whole document 


1-14 


A 


WO 93 06240 A (CYT0CELL LTD) 
1 April 1993 (1993-04-01) 
cited in the application 
claims 1-26; figure 2 


-/-- 


15-26 


| )(| Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 


[X | Patent family members are listed in annex. 


• Special categories of cited documents : 

a A* document defining the general state of the art which is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
*E" earlier document but published on or after the international 

filing date 

"L* document which may throw doubts on priority ctaim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

'O* document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or 
other means 

'P* document published prior to the international filing date but 
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METHOD FOR AMPLIFICATION OF NUCLEIC ACIDS 



Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to nucleic acid probe molecules, methods involving use of the probe 
molecules, and kits comprising the probe molecules. 

Background of the Invention 

A number of nucleic acid amplification processes are disclosed in the prior art. One such 
process is the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) and is disclosed in US 4683195 and 
4683202. The PCR process is well known and widely used but is not suitable for all 
applications since the method has some drawbacks including the need for adjusting reaction 
temperatures alternately between intermediate (e.g. 50°C-55°C) and high (e.g. 90°C- 
95°C) temperatures involving repeated thermal cycling. Also the time scale required for 
multiple cycles of large temperature transitions to achieve amplification of a nucleic acid 
sequence and the occurrence of sequence errors in the amplified copies of the nucleic acid 
sequence is a major disadvantage as errors occur during multiple copying of long sequence 
tracts. Additionally, detection of the amplified nucleic acid sequence generally requires 
further processes e.g. agarose gel electrophoresis. 

Alternative nucleic acid amplification processes that utilize RNA polymerases are disclosed 
in WO 88/10315 (Siska Diagnostics), EP 329822 (Cangene) EP 373960 (Siska 
Diagnostics), US 5,554,516 (Gen-Probe Inc.), WO 89/01050 (Burg et al), WO 88/10315 
(Gingeras et a/), and EP 329822 (Organon Teknika), which latter document relates to a 
technique known as NASBA. These amplification processes describe a cycling reaction 
comprising of alternate DNA and RNA synthesis. This alternate RNA/DNA synthesis is 
achieved principally through the annealing of oligonucleotides adjacent to a specific DNA 
sequence whereby these oligonucleotides comprise a transcriptional promoter. The RNA 
copies of the specific sequence so produced, or alternatively an input sample comprising a 
specific RNA sequence (US 5,554,516), are then copied as DNA strands using a nucleic 
acid primer and the RNA from the resulting DNArRNA hybrid is either removed by 
denaturation (WO 88/10315) or removed with RNase H (EP 329822, EP 373960 & US 
5,554,516). 
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Two further amplification processes are disclosed, one thermal and one isothermal, in WO 
93/06240. Both the thermal and isothermal versions depend on the hybridisation of two 
nucleic acid probes of which regions are complementary to the target nucleic acid. 
Portions of the probes are capable of hybridising to the sequence of interest such that the 
probes are adjacent or substantially adjacent to one another, so as to enable complementary 
arm specific sequences of the first and second probes to become annealed to each other. 
Following annealing, chain extension of one of the probes is achieved by using part of the 
other probe as a template. Amplification of the extended probe is achieved by one of two 
means; in the thermal cycling version thermal separation of the extended first probe is 
carried out to allow hybridisation of a further probe, substantially complementary to part 
of the newly synthesised sequence of the extended first probe. Extension of the further 
probe by use of an appropriate polymerase using the extended first probe as a template is 
achieved. Thermal separation of the extended first and further probe products can act as a 
template for the extension of further first probe molecules and the extended first probe can 
act as a template for the extension of other further probe molecules. 

In the isothermal version, primer extension of the first probe creates a functional RNA 
polymerase promoter that in the presence of a relevant RNA polymerase transcribes 
multiple copies of RNA. The resulting RNA is further amplified as a result of the 
interaction of complementary DNA oligonucleotides containing further RNA polymerase 
promoter sequences, whereupon annealing and extension of the RNA on the DNA 
oligonucleotide leads to a further round of RNA. This cyclical process generates large 
yields of RNA, detection of which can be achieved by a number of means. 

Summary of the Invention 

In a first aspect the invention provides a probe molecule comprising single stranded nucleic 
acid; said probe comprising a single stranded sequence complementary to a target nucleic 
acid sequence; a single strand of an RNA polymerase promoter sequence; and a blocking 
moiety adjacent or substantially adjacent to the promoter sequence. 

RNA polymerase promoter sequences are well known to those skilled in the art. Preferred 
promoter sequences are those recognised by bacteriophage polymerases, especially T3, T7 
or SP6 polymerase. T3, T7 and SP6 promoter sequences are typically 17 bases long. To 
be fully functional, the promoter sequence must be present in double stranded form. 

An example of a double stranded promoter sequence recognised by T7 polymerase is: 
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5 . GAA a tt A AT ACQ ACT C.AC TAT AGG G/IG^G^ G/iG C 3' 

3' CTT t a a TTA TGC TO A fiTG ATA T CC CTC TCT CTC G 5' (seq ID No. 1) 

"-5" sequence promoter " + 12" sequence 

The promoter sequence is underlined (the significance of the -5 and +12 sequences is 
explained elsewhere). The promoter sequence recognised by the T7 polymerase may be 
referred to as the T7 promoter. In fact, several minor variants of the sequence (typically 
differing by only a single base) are known to be recognised by T7 polymerase, and to act 
as functional promoters. 

It is known in the prior art to provide single stranded probe molecules which comprise one 
strand of an RNA polymerase promoter. When combined with the complementary strand, 
a fully functional double stranded promoter is formed, which may then allow for RNA 
synthesis (transcription) using adjacent sequences downstream of the template strand of the 
promoter as template. Typically, in the prior art, formation of the double stranded, 
functional promoter occurs only as a result (directly or indirectly) of the presence of a 
particular target nucleic acid sequence of interst, such that RNA synthesis is (directly or 
indirectly) indicative of the presence of the sequence of interest. 

However, the inventors have found that such systems may be associated with a relatively 
high degree of "background" signal (i.e. that RNA synthesis may occur in the absence of 
the sequence of interest), which can reduce the sensitivity, or reproducibility, of the assay. 
Surprisingly, the inventors have discovered that the signal: noise ratio can be dramatically 
improved by inclusion in the single stranded probe molecule of a "blocking moiety" which 
is not recognised by an RNA polymerase, the blocking moiety being positioned adjacent, 
or substantially adjacent, to the RNA polymerase promoter sequence. 

The term "adjacent" as used in the context of the invention, is intended to indicate that 
there are no nucleic acid bases between the blocking moiety and the promoter sequence. 
In practice, it will normally be preferred that the blocking moiety is not directly adjacent to 
the promoter (i.e. is placed "substantially adjacent"). The term "substantially adjacent" as 
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used in the context of the invention, is intended to indicate that there are between 1 and 50 
nucleic acid bases between the blocking moiety and the promoter sequence, preferably 
between 1 and 40, more preferably between 1 and 30, and most preferably between 1 and 
20 bases. In particular, the inventors have found that a spacing of about 12-15 bases 
between the promoter and the blocking moiety appears to confer optimum results, 
especially where blocking moiety comprises an alkylene moiety. 

The accepted numbering convention is that, for the template strand, the most 3* base of the 
promoter (assuming the promoter sequence consists of 17 bases) is indicated as position 
-17. Accordingly, an adjacent blocking moiety, positioned 3' of the promoter on the 
template strand, would be at position -18, and a "substantially adjacent" blocking moiety 
could be positioned anywhere between position -19 to -68, with preferred positioning being 
between -19 to -38, more especially between position -22 and -35. 

It will generally be preferred, where the nucleic acid probe molecule comprises the 
template strand of the RNA promoter, that the blocking moiety will be positioned 3' of the 
promoter. Conversely, where the-probe molecule comprises the non-template strand of the 
promoter it will be preferred to position the blocking moiety 5' of the promoter. 

It will normally be preferred that the probe molecule comprises the template strand of the 
RNA promoter sequence, but this is not essential. 

As mentioned above, it will normally be preferred that there are several nucleic acid bases 
between the promoter sequence and the blocking moiety. Preferably the sequence of at 
least some of the intervening nucleic acid bases (especially the sequence immediately 
adjacent to the promoter) will be arranged so as to optimise promoter activity of the 
functional double stranded promoter. In particular, a "-5" sequence is preferably present. 
The -5 sequence is a sequence of 5 bases immediately 5' of the template strand of the 
promoter sequence, which has been found to enhance promoter activity. The optimum 
sequence of bases constituting the -5 sequence tends to vary for each polymerase. For T7 
polymerase, the optimum -5 sequence is that shown in bold letters above on page 3. 
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In principle, the blocking moiety included in the probe may be any entity which is not 
recognised as suitable template by an RNA polymerase. In practice, it is desirable that the 
blocking moiety is capable of insertion in synthetic oligonucleotides by incorporation of 
appropriate precursors (e.g. phosphoramidites) during in vitro synthesis of the 
oligonucleotide. Desirably the blocking moiety is unable to form base pairs with nucleic 
acid, and is advantageously located other than at the extreme 5' or 3' terminus. Preferred 
blocking moieties include alkylene, alkanol and alkyl residues, especially Cj-Qq alkyl, 
alkanol or alkylene, more preferably C 3 -C 10 alkyl, alkanol or alkylene. Particular 
examples include octanediol, propanediol, hexaethylene glycol, and propyl residues. 

In some preferred embodiments, the nucleic acid probe molecule comprises a plurality of 
blocking moieties, which may be positioned adjacent each other in the probe, or may be 
separated by intervening nucleic acid bases. The plurality of blocking moieties may be of 
the same chemical entity, or may be different. 

The probe molecule of the invention may comprise DNA, RNA, PNA (peptide nucleic 
acid) or LNA (locked nucleic acid), or any combination thereof. Generally, the single 
stranded promoter sequence will normally substantially consist of DNA, although a few 
(e.g. 1-3) bases may be of, for example, RNA, PNA or LNA and still allow for the 
formation of a functional promoter when the promoter sequence is hybridised with a 
complementary DNA sequence. 

PNA is a synthetic nucleic acid analogue in which the sugar/phosphate backbone is 
replaced by a peptide-linked chain (typically of repeated N-(2-aminoethyl)-glycine units), 
to which the bases are joined by methylene carbonyl linkages. PNA/DNA hybrids have 
high Tm values compared to double stranded DNA molecules, since in DNA the highly 
negatively-charged phosphate backbone causes electrostatic repulsion between the 
respective strands, whilst the backbone of PNA is uncharged. Another characteristic of 
PNA is that a single base mis-match is, relatively speaking, more destabilizing than single 
base mis-match in heteroduplex DNA. Accordingly, PNA is useful to include in probes 
for use in the present invention, as the resulting probes have greater specificity than probes 
consisting entirely of DNA. Synthesis and uses of PNA have been disclosed by, for 
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example, Orum et al, (1993 Nucl. Acids Res. 21, 5332); Egholm et al, (1992 J. Am. 
Chem. Soc. 114, 1895); and Egholm et al, (1993 Nature 365, 566). 

LNA is a synthetic nucleic acid analogue, incorporating "internally bridged" nucleoside 
analogues. Synthesis of LNA, and properties thereof, have been described by a number of 
authors: Nielson et al, (1997 J. Chem. Soc. Perkin Trans. 1, 3423); Koshkin et al, (1998 
Tetrahedron Letters 39, 4381); Singh & Wengel (1998 Chem. Commun. 1247); and Singh 
et al, (1998 Chem. Commun. 455). As with PNA, LNA exhibits greater thermal stability 
when paired with DNA, than do conventional DNA/DNA heteroduplexes. However, 
LNA can be synthesised on conventional nucleic acid synthesising machines, whereas PNA 
cannot. 

In addition to non-conventional nucleic acids such as LNA and PNA, the probe molecule 
of the invention may also comprise, if desired, modified nucleic acid bases, such as inosine 
and the like. In particular, it may be preferred to provide the probe with a modified 3' 
end, such as a dideoxynucleotide or other modified base known to those skilled in the an, 
so as to prevent chain extension of the probe by DNA polymerases. 

It is preferred that at least that portion of the probe molecule which hybridises to a nucleic 
acid target comprises PNA and/or LNA. The target to which the probe molecule 
hybridises will typically comprise RNA and/or DNA. 

The target to which the probe hybridises may be the actual sequence of interest (e.g. a 
human or other gene, which may be a marker of genetic or infectious disease), present in a 
sample to be investigated. Alternatively, the presence in a sample of the sequence of 
interest may lead (directly or indirectly) to the presence of a further nucleic acid sequence, 
which is the target to which the nucleic acid probe hybridises. 

For example, the presence in a sample (such as a sample of body fluid from a human or 
animal subject, or from an environmental sample) of a sequence of interest may lead to the 
synthesis of a further RNA or DNA target sequence, to which the nucleic acid probe of the 
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invention hybridises, the target nucleic acid sequence being formed by an assay method 
such as that disclosed in WO 93/06240, WO 99/37805 or WO 99/37806, for example. 

Thus in a particular embodiment, a nucleic acid probe molecule in accordance with the 
invention may comprise (in the direction 5' to 3'); a template portion to be transcribed into 
RNA; (optionally) a +12" portion (a sequence of 12 bases immediately adjacent to the 5' 
end of the promoter, which serves to enhance promoter activity in a manner similar to the 
-5 sequence: a particular example of a +12 sequence for the T7 polymerase is shown 
previously on page 3 in italic type; a promoter sequence; (optionally) a -5 sequence; and a 
portion complementary to the target; with the one or more blocking moieties typically 
positioned 3' of the -5 sequence, generally within the target-complementary portion of the 
probe. 

Desirably the sequence of the probe molecule will be selected so as to hybridise near the 3* 
end region of the target such that the 3' end of the target may be extended by ah 
appropriate DNA polymerase, in the presence of deoxyribonucleotide triphosphates, using 
the probe as template. This extension of the target creates a complementary strand for the 
single stranded promoter sequence present in the probe, such that a double stranded, 
functional RNA polymerase promoter is formed, which can then cause the formation of 
RNA (in the presence of an appropriate RNA polymerase and ribonucleotide 
triphosphates). This RNA species may be detected directly, or may in turn be hybridised 
to a further probe (comprising a single stranded RNA promoter) and extended, thereby 
creating a further double stranded RNA polymerase promoter which leads to synthesis of a 
further RNA species. If desired the sequences of the probes may be selected such that the 
sequence of the further RNA species matches (at least in part) that of the original target, 
such that the further RNA species may hybridise to the original probe molecule, restarting 
the process and leading to an amplification cycle. Such a cycle may form the basis of an 
extremely sensitive detection assay. 

Alternatively, the RNA species may be the subject of a "stepped" amplification, in which 
each RNA species produced hybridises to a respective probe, and can be extended to 
create a double stranded promoter, leading to the synthesis of a further RNA species. The 
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number of amplification steps may be as many as desired, leading (eventually) to 
considerable amplification of the original signal but without undergoing any cycling. 

Amplification cycles and steps of this sort are disclosed in the prior art, but the prior art 
does not disclose the use of probes comprising blocking moieties which might be expected 
to interfere with the process. Conversely, and unexpectedly, the inventors have found that 
use of probes in accordance with the invention reduces the background signal (i.e. amount 
of RNA produced in the absence of target), thereby improving the assay system. 

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that probe molecules in accordance with the 
invention may be usefully employed in an assay method of detecting a nucleic acid 
sequence of interest in a sample. 

Thus, in a second aspect, the invention provides a method of detecting a nucleic acid 
sequence of interest in a sample, the method comprising the steps of: contacting a nucleic 
acid probe molecule in accordance with the first aspect of the invention defined above with 
a- nucleic acid target molecule, which target is the sequence of interest or -is formed as a 
result of the presence in the sample of the sequence of interest; causing extension of the 3* 
end of the target using the probe as a template, thereby creating a functional double 
stranded RNA polymerase promoter; causing RNA synthesis from the RNA polymerase 
promoter, to create an RNA molecule; and detecting directly or indirectly the RNA 
molecule so produced. 

The step of causing extension of the 3' end of the target will conveniently be performed by 
addition of deoxyribonucleotide triphosphates in the presence of a DNA polymerase (such 
as Klenow fragment, or Bst polymerase) and in a suitable reaction buffer. Suitable 
reaction conditions are well known to those skilled in the art. 



Typically the blocking moiety, in addition to blocking RNA polymerase, will tend also to 
reduce non-specific interactions involving DNA polymerase. Accordingly it will normally 
be preferred that the probe hybridises to the target in such a manner that the DNA 
polymerase will not need to extend the target past a blocking moiety (which will therefore 
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be present in that part of the probe which hybridises to the target, although it will be 
apparent that the blocking moiety itself will tend not to be capable of base pairing, and so 
will not be base paired with the target). 

The step of causing RNA synthesis will typically be effected by causing to be present an 
RNA polymerase which recognises the RNA promoter, together with suitable 
ribonucleotide triphosphates. Preferred polymerases are T3.T7 and SP6 polymerase. 

The RNA molecule produced may itself be detected (i.e. "direct detection") or, as 
explained above, may be used to form one or more further RNA molecules (conveniently 
by means of a cycling or stepped amplification procedure) which may be detected 
("indirect detection") by any desired means. A great number of detection methods are 
known to those skilled in the art. Preferably detection will involve use of a labelled 
binding partner (e.g. a PNA, LNA, DNA or RNA sequence which hybridises to the 
original or further RNA molecules), typically being labelled with an enzyme- label 
(horseradish peroxidase or alkaline phosphatase are preferred) or a fluorophore, a radio 
label or a biochemical label. 

For example, newly-synthesised RNA could be detected in a conventional manner (e.g. by 
gel electrophoresis), with or without incorporation of labelled bases during the synthesis. 

Alternatively, for example, newly-synthesised RNA could be captured at a solid surface 
(e.g. on a bead, or in a microtitre plate), and the captured molecule detected by 
hybridisation with a labelled nucleic acid probe (e.g. radio-labelled, or more preferably 
labelled with an enzyme, chromophore, fluorophore and the like). Preferred enzyme 
labels include horseradish peroxidase and alkaline phosphatae. 

One preferred detection method involves the use of molecular beacons or the techniques of 
fluorescence resonance energy transfer ("FRET"), delayed fluorescence energy transfer 
("DEFRET") or homogeneous time-resolved fluorescence ("HTRF"). Molecular beacons 
are molecules with which a fluorescence signal may or may not be generated, depending 
on the confirmation of the molecule. Typically, one part of the molecule will comprise a 
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fluorophore, and another part of the molecule will comprise a "quencher" to quench 
fluorescence from the the fluorophore. Thus, when the conformation of the molecule is 
such that the fluorophore and quencher are in close proximity, the molecular beacon does 
not fluoresce, but when the fluorophore and the quencher are relatively widely-separated, 
the molecule does fluoresce. The molecular beacon conveniently comprises a nucleic acid 
molecule labelled with an appropriate fluorophore and quencher. 

One manner in which the conformation of the molecular beacon can be altered is by 
hybridisation to a nucleic acid, for example inducing looping out of parts of the molecular 
beacon. Alternatively, the molecular beacon may initially be in a hair-pin type structure 
(stabilised by self-complementary base-pairing), which structure is altered by 
hybridisation, or by cleavage by an enzyme or ribozyme. 

FRET (Fluorescence Resonance Energy Transfer) occurs when a fluorescent donor 
molecule transfers energy via a nonradiative dipole-dipole interaction to an acceptor 
molecule. Upon energy transfer, which depends on the R* 6 distance between the donor and 
acceptor, the donor ' s lifetime and quantum yield are reduced and the acceptor fluorescence 
is increased or sensitised. 

Another approach (DEFRET, Delayed Fluorescence Energy Transfer) has been to exploit 
the unique properties of certain metal ions (Lanthanides e.g. Europium) that can exhibit 
efficient long lived emission when raised to their excited states (excitation = 337 nm, 
emission = 620 nm). The advantage of such long lived emission is the ability to use time 
resolved (TR) techniques in which measurement of the emission is started after an initial 
pause, so allowing all the background fluorescence and light scattering to dissipate. Cy5 
(Amersham Pharmacia) (excitation = 620 nm, emission = 665 nm) can be used as the 
DEFRET partner. 

HTRF (see WO 92/01224; US 5,534,622) occurs where a donor (e.g. Europium) is 
encapsulated in a protective cage (cryptate) and attached to the 5' end of an oligomer. The 
acceptor molecule that has been developed for this system is a protein fluorophore, called 
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XL665: This molecule is linked to the 3- end of a second probe. This system has been 
developed by Packard. 

In another embodiment, the newly-synthesised RNA, before or after amplification, results 
in formation of a ribozyme, which can be detected by cleavage of a particular nucleic acid 
substrate sequence (e.g. cleavage of a fluorophore/quencher dual-labelled oligonucleotide). 



In a third aspect the invention provides a kit for use in the method of the second aspect, the 
kit comprising one or more probe molecules in accordance with the first aspect of the 
invention, and packaging means. 

The kit may optionally comprise one or more of the following: instructions for performing 
the method of the invention; buffers; a DNA polymerase; an RNA polymerase; dNTPs; 
rNTPs; and a labelled binding partner. 

The invention will now be further described by way of illustrative example and with 
reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a schematic representation of a blocking moiety, hexaethylene glycol, 
incorporated into a DNA probe in accordance with the invention; 

Figures 2, 3 and 6, are schematic representations of nucleic acid probes in accordance with 
the invention, Figures 2 and 6 illustrating preferred embodiments; 

Figures 4 and 5 are schematic representations of a pair of nucleic acid probes in 
accordance with the invention, which may be used in an amplification cycle; 

Figure 7 is a schematic representation of an amplification cycle utilising the probes 
illustrated in Figures 4 and 5; 
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Figures 8-12 and 14-16 are bar charts comparing the yielft femtomoles of RNA) for 
various reactions using probes in accordance with the invention comprising a blocking 
moiety, with those comprising conventional probes without a blocking moiety; and 

Figures 13a and 13b are schematic representations of reaction schemes. 
Example 1 

This example demonstrated the use of Hexaethylene glycol (Hex) linkers as blockers of 
RNA polymerase single strand read through and other non-specific side reactions caused 
by DNA polymerase. Hex linkers were incorporated between bases -52/-53, -41M2 and 
-29/-30. In addition, Hex linkers were incorporated at all three positions. 

1*1 Preparation of oliffomirlpntiri^ 

All oligonucleotide probes were synthesised by phosphoramidite chemistry using an 
Applied Biosystems 380A synthesiser according to the manufacturer's instructions. Hex 
incorporation was accomplished by reaction of the growing chain with 18-dimethoxytrityl 
hexaethylene glycol, l-[(2^anoemyl)-(NvN^^ Biotinylation 
of oligonucleotide probes was achieved by incorporation of a biotin phosphoramidite. 
Oligonucleotides functionalised with alkaline phosphatase were prepared using the 
manufacturer's proprietary method (Oswel). All oligonucleotides were HPLC purified 
using standard techniques. 

1.2 Preparation nf RNA 

RNA was prepared using 1 pmol of probes 1 and 2, T7 RNA polymerase buffer (Promega) 
(40 mM Tris-HCl (pH 7.9), 6 mM MgCl 2 , 2 mM spermidine, 10 mM NaCl); T7 RNA 
polymerase (Promega) (25 units) and 2 pi rNTP mix (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech) (20 
mM of each NTP: adenosine 5 '-triphosphate (ATP), guanosine 5 '-triphosphate (GTP), 
cytidine 5 '-triphosphate (CTP) uridine 5 '-triphosphate (UTP)). The reaction volume was 
made up to 20 pi with RNase-free distilled water. The mixture was incubated at 37°C for 
3 hours. DNA (probes 1 and 2) was removed from the assay mixture using RNase-free 
DNase (Ambion) (3 units DNase added per 20 pi assay mix, incubated at 37 °C for 10 
minutes and 90 °C for 3 minutes). 
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X.3 S ynthesis of R ^A off hv hiiHi^fi oligonucleotide 

Hybridisation was achieved in an assay mixture that contained 10 fmol of linear DNA 
template (probe 3, 4, 5, 6 or 7) and 10 fmol of RNA complementary to the 3* end of the 
linear template (prepared as described above); Bst DNA polymerase (New England 
Biolabs) (3' -+ 5' exo-, 4 units); 1 ul dNTP mix (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech) (2.5 mM 
of each dNTP: 2'-deoxyadenosine 5 '-triphosphate (dATP), 2'-deoxythymidine 5'- 
triphosphate (dTTP), 2'-deoxyguanosine 5 '-triphosphate (dGTP) and 2'-deoxycytidine 5'- 
triphosphate (dCTP)); T7 RNA polymerase buffer (Promega); T7 RNA polymerase (25 
units) and 2 ul rNTP mix (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech). The reaction volume was 
made up to 20 ul with RNase-free distilled water. Control reactions contained linear 
template without complementary RNA. The mixture was incubated at 41 °C for 3 hours. 

1.4 ra pture a^H detectio n of svnthesised RNA 

5 ul of assay sample was added to 145 ul hybridisation buffer (50 mM Tris-HCl, pH 8.0, 
1 M NaCl, 20 mM EDTA and 0.1% BSA ) containing 0.9 pmol biotinylated capture 
oligonucleotide (specific for the RNA to be detected) and 6 pmol specific alkaline 
phosphatase oligonucleotide in streptavidin coated wells. Incubation (60 minutes at room 
temperature, shaking at 300 rpm) allowed the RNA to be immobilised on the wells via the 
biotinylated capture probe and annealed to the detection probe. Unbound material was 
removed from the wells by washing four times with TBS/0.1% Tween-20, then once with 
alkaline phosphatase substrate buffer (Boehringer Mannheim). Finally, alkaline 
phosphatase substrate buffer containing 4-nitrophenyl phosphate (5mg/ml) was added to 
each well. The plate was incubated at 37°C in a Labsystems EIA plate reader and readings 
were taken at 405 nm every 2 minutes. Results are presented in Figure 8 in the form of a 
bar chart. In Figure 8, the pairs of columns show the amount of RNA produced in various 
reactions (the left hand column of each pair shows the result for the full reaction, the right 
hand column indicates the amount of RNA produced in the control reactions i.e. indicates 
the background signal). From left to right, the results are those obtained using a probe 
with a) no Hex; b) Hex between base -53/-54 (assuming the most 3' base of the promoter 
sequence is at position -17); c) hex between -41/-42; d) hex between base -29/-20; and e) 
probe with three hexs, one each between bases -53/-54, -41/-42 and -29/-30. The 
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numbers above the columns indicate the amplification factor (upper number) and signal: 
noise ratio (lower number) respectively. From the results it can be seen that background 
RNA was generated when the linear DNA templates only were reacted with T7 RNA 
polymerase and Bst DNA polymerase. This becomes problematic in an amplification assay 
since the background would be amplified resulting in poor signal.noise. Introducing 
Hexaethylene glycol linkers in the region of the DNA template where the DNA or RNA 
primer hybridised resulted in much less background. The location of this linker with 
respect to the distance from the 17 promoter was important in controlling the amount by 
which the background was reduced. In addition, the single Hexaethylene glycol linker 
between bases -29/-30 caused the same reduction in background as three Hexaethylene 
glycol linkers between bases -53/-54, -41/-42 and 29/30. 

1-5 List of olig onucleotides (H = Hex linker) 
Probe 1 SeqIDNo. 2 

5TGCCTCCTTGTCTCCGTTCTGGATATCACCCGATGTGTCTCCCTATAGTGAGTC 
GTATTAATTTC 3' 



Probe! Seq ID No. 3 

5 ' GAAATTA ATACGACTCACTATA 3' 



Sequence of transcribed RNA Seq ID No. 4 

5'GGGAGACACAUCGGGUGAUAUCCAGAACGGAGACAAGGAGGCA 3 ' 
Probe 3 (Template, No Hex) Seq ID No. 5 

5TCGTCTTCCGGTCTCTCCTCTCAAGCCTCAGCGTTCTCTCTTCCTATAGTG 

AGTCGTATTAATTTCTGCCTCCTTGTCTCCGTTCTGGATATCACCCGATGTGTCT 
CCC 3' phosphate 



PTOte4 (Template, as Seq ID No. 5 but with Hex between bases -53/-54) 

5TCGTCTTCCGGTCTCTCCTCTCAAGCCTCAGCGTTCTCTCTTCCTATAGTGA 

CGTATTAATTTCTGCCTCCTTGTCTCCGTTCTGGATATCACCCHGATGTGTCTi 
C 3' phosphate 
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Probeji (Template, as Seq ID No. 5 but with Hex between bases -41M2) 
5'TCGTCTTCCGGTCTCTCCTCTCAAGCCTCAGCGTTCTCTCTTCCTATAGTGAGT 

CGTATTAATTTCTGCCTCCTTGTCTCCGTTCHTGGATATCACCCGATGTGTCTCC 
C 3' phosphate 

p robe 6 (Template, as Seq ID No. 5 but with Hex between bases -29/-30) 
5'TCGTCTTCCGGTCTCTCCTCTCAAGCCTCAGCGTTCTCTCTTCCTATAGTGAGT 

CGTATTAATTTCTGCCTCCHTTGTCTCCGTTCTGGATATCACCCGATGTGTCTCC 
C 3' phosphate 

?robe7 _ (Template, as Seq ID No. 5 but with Hex in all 3 positions) 
5'TCGTCTTCCGGTCTCTCCTCTCAAGCCTCAGCGTTCTCTCTTCCTATAGTGAGT 

CGTATTAATTTCTGCCTCCHTTGTCTCCGTTCHTGGATATCACCCHGATGTGTCT 
CCC 3' phosphate 

rp pmre Probe Seq ID No. 6 

5'TCTGCTGCCTGCTTGTCTGCGTTCT 3' (5' biotinylated) 
rt^^ti"" P rope Se£ l 10 No - 7 

5 ' GGAT ATC ACCCG3 ' (3' alkaline phosphatase labelled) 

The results of this experiment suggested (see Figure 8) that the signal : noise ratio was 
significandy affected by the position and number of blocking Hex linkers included » the 
DNA probes. To investigate further, the experiment was repeated, with essennally 
identical probe molecules but including some further probes comprising hex rescues 
between bases -247-25. -277-28, -317-32 or -337-34. The results are shown m Ftgure 9, 
which uses the same notation as Figure 8. 

These results showed that a single Hexaethylene glycol linker between bases -31/-32 
resulted in a high yield of RNA transcription with low background. Three Hexaethylene 
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glycol linkers betwfli bases -53/-54, -41/-42 and -29™ resulted in no detectable 
background but a lower signal. 



Example 2 

This example demonstrated the use of Hex linkers in the cycled amplification of RNA. 
Two DNA templates were used. The first DNA template annealed RNA1, followed by 
extension by DNA polymerase and transcription of RNA2. The second template annealed 
RNA2 followed by extension by DNA polymerase and transcription of RNA1. Reactions 
were performed using two DNA templates without Hex linkers and with two DNA 
templates each containing three Hex linkers. 

2.1 Preparation of olipomipWiHre 

AH oligonucleotide probes were synthesised and purified as described in Example 1. 

2.2 Preparation of RNA 

RNA1 was prepared using 1 pmol of probes 1 and 2, T7 RNA polymerase buffer 
(Promega);T7 RNA polymerase (Promega) (25 units) and 2 ul rNTP mix (Amersham 
Pfcffimacia Biotech) . The reaction volume was made up to 20 ul with RNase-free distilled 
water. The mixture was incubated at 37°C for 3 hours. DNA (probes 1 and 2) was 
removed from the assay mixture using RNase-free Dnase (Ambion) (3 units DNase added 
per 20 ul assay mix, incubated at 37°C for 10 minutes and 90 °C for 3 minutes). 

2 - 3 Synthesis of RNA off h ybridised nlt gonuclenririp 

The reaction mixture contained 1 fmol of probe 3 (no Hexs) or probe 4 (three Hexs) and 1 
frnol of RNA prepared as in 2.2 above. This RNA was complementary to the 3' end of 
probes 3 and 4; Bst DNA polymerase (New England Biolabs) (3' -> 5' exo-minus, 4 
units); 1 ul dNTP mix (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech); T7 RNA polymerase buffer; T7 
RNA polymerase (25 units) and 2 ul rNTP mix. The reaction volume was made up to 20 
ul with RNase-free distilled water. The mixture was incubated at 41 °C for 1 or 2 hours. 
At these intervals 100 fmol of probe 5 (no Hexs) or probe 6 (three Hexs) was added to the 
reactions containing probe 3 or probe 4, respectively. The mixture was reincubated at 
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41°C for a total reactionlme of 3 hours. Control reactions contained the same probes 
used in the full reactions but without complementary RNA. 

2.4 ra pture and *»* geiian of svnthesised RNA v. 
5 ul of assay sample from 2.3 was processed as described in Example 1.4. Results are 
presented in Figure 10. Figure 10 shows the RNA yield for test and control reactions (in 
pairs) for DNA template probes without hex blocking moieties (two left hand pairs of 
columns) or probes comprising hex moieties (right hand pairs of columns). For each set of 
probes, the experiment was performed with second DNA template (for the cycling 
amplification reaction) added after 1 hour or 2 hours' incubation as indicated. The 
importance of Hexaethylene glycol linkers was demonstrated when performing cycled 
amplification with two DNA templates. If DNA templates were used without chemical 
linkers then although amplification did occur, the yield of RNA was poor and the signal: 
noise was low. With chemical linkers, however, the signal was increased and the signal: 
noise was also improved. This improves the amplification process and would lead to 
increased sensitivity in nucleic acid amplification assay. 

2.5 T if* fif fliigfinildsfltigg (H = Hex linker) 

probe 1 Seq ID No. 8 

5TGCCTGCTTGTCTGCGTTCTGGATATCACCCGAATCGTCAGTCCCTATAGTGA 
GTCGTATTAATTTC 3' 

Probe 2 as Seq ID No. 3, Example 1 
Seguepgg nf transcribed RNA Seq ID No. 9 

5'GGGACUGACGAUUCGGGUGAUAUCCAGAACGCAGACAAGCAGGCA 3' 
Probe 3 (No Hexs) Seq ID No. 10 

5TCGTCTTCCGGTCTCTCCTCTCAAGCCTCAGCGTTCTCTCTTCCTATAGTGAGT 
CGTATTAATTTCTGCCTGCTTGTCTGCGTTCTGGATATCACCCGAATCGTCAGTC 

CC 3' phosphate 
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Probe 4 (as Seq ID No. 10 but with Hexs between bases -29/-30, -41M2 and -53/-54) 
5'TCGTCTTCCGGTCTCTCCTCTCAAGCCTCAGCGTTCTCTCTTCCTATAGTG 

AGTCGTATTAATTTCTGCCTGCHTTGTCTGCGTTCHTGGATATCACCCHGAATC 
GTCAGTCCC 3' phosphate 

Probe 5 Seq ID No. 11 

5'TGCCTGCTTGTCTGCGTTCTGGATATCACCCGAATCGTCAGTCCCTATAGTGA 

GTCGTATTAATTTCTCGTCTTCCGGTCTCTCCTCTCAAGCCTCAGCGTTCTCTCT 
TCC 3' phosphate 

PTQbe 6 (as Seq ID No. 11 but with Hexs between bases -28/-29, -40/-41 and -53/-54) 
5TGCCTGCTTGTCTGCGTTCTGGATATCACCCGAATCGTCAGTCCCTATAGTGA 

GTCGTATTAATTTCTCGTCTHTCCGGTCTCTCCHTCTCAAGCCTCAHGCGTTCTC 
TCTTCC 3' phosphate 

Capture Probe as Seq. JD No . 6, Example 1 

Detection prphff as Seq ID No. 7, Example 1 
Example 3 

This example demonstrated that a Hexaethylene glycol (Hex) linker located between bases 
-31/-32 caused a reduction in background. Using Bst, Klenow or Phi29 DNA polymerase 
for extension, a Hex linker lowered the background using three different DNA templates. 

3.1 Preparation of oligonucleotides 

All oligonucleotide probes were synthesised and purified as described previously. 

3.2 Preparation of RNA 

RNA was prepared using T7 RNA polymerase buffer (Promega); T7 RNA polymerase 
(Promega) (25 units) and 2 ul rNTP mix (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech). The reaction 
volume was made up to 20 ul with RNase-free distilled water. The mixture was incubated 
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at 37°C for 3 hours. DNA was removed from the assay mixture using RNase-free Dnase 
(Ambion) (3 units DNase added per 20 ul assay mix, incubated at 37 °C for 10 minutes 
and 90 °C for 3 minutes). RNA1A was transcribed using 1 pmol probes 1A and 2A; 
RNA2A was prepared using 1 pmol probes 2A and 3A; RNA3A was prepared using 1 
pmol probes 2 A and 4A. 

3.3 Sy nthesis *>f P NA " ff hybridised oligonucleotide 

Hybridisation was achieved in an assay mixture that contained 10 fmol of linear DNA 
template and 10 fmol of RNA complementary to the 3' end of the linear template; Bst 
(New England Biolabs) (3' -» 5' exo-, 4 units), Klenow (New England Biolabs) (3' 5* 
exo-, 4 units) or Phi29 (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech) DNA polymerase (3' -> 5' exo-, 1 
unit); 1 ul dNTP mix (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech); T7 RNA polymerase buffer; T7 
RNA polymerase (25 units) and 2 ul rNTP mix (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech). The 
reaction volume was made up to 20 ul with RNase-free distilled water. Control reactions 
contained linear template without complementary RNA. The mixture was incubated at 
41 °C for 3 hours. 

3.4 <> p*"re and detection of svn threised RNA 

5ul of assay sample was added to 145 ul hybridisation buffer (50 mM Tris-HCl, pH 8.0, 1 
M NaCl, 20 mM EDTA and 0.1% BSA ) containing 0.9 pmol biotinylated capture 
oligonucleotide (Capture probe 1 was used to detect the transcripts from Probes 9A and 
10A; Capture probe 2 was used to detect the transcripts from Probes 5A, 6A, 7A and 8A) 
and 6 pmol alkaline phosphatase oligonucleotide (Detection Probe 1 was used to detect the 
transcripts from Probes 9A and 10A; Detection Probe 2 was used to detect the transcripts 
from Probes 5A, 6A, 7A and 8A) in streptavidin coated wells. Microtitre plates were then 
processed as described in previous examples. Results are presented in Figures 11a, lib 
and 11c. Figures lla-llc use the same general notation as used in Figures 8-10. In 
Figures 11a to 11c there are 3 pairs of columns (i), (ii) and (iii), which indicate results 
obtained using Bst, Klenow or Phi 29 polymerase respectively. For each polymerase, the 
left hand pairs of columns indicates the results obtained using probes without hex moieties, 
and the right hand pairs of columns are results obtained using hex-containing probes. 
Figure 11a shows the results of reactions using RNA 1A and probes 5A (no hex) or 6A 
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(with hex). Figure lib shows the results of reactions using RNA2A and probes 7A (no 
hex) or 8A (with hex). Figure 11c shows the results of reactions using RNA 3A and 
probes 9A (no hex) or 10A (with hex). This work showed that the same reduction in 
background was observed when DNA templates containing a Hexaethylene glycol linker 
were incubated with DNA polymerases other than Bst DNA polymerase. Also, a 
Hexaethylene glycol linker located between bases -3-/-32 reduced the background in three 
different DNA template sequences. However, the amount of RNA transcribed was 
dependent on the sequence of the DNA template used. 



3.5 List of oligonucleotides CR = Hex linker) 
Probe 1A - as Seq ID No. 2, Example 1 

Probe 2A - as Seq ID No. 3, Example 1 

RNA1 A - as Seq ID No. 4, Example 1 



Probe 3A Seq ID No. 12 

5 ' TGCCTGCTTGTCTGCGTTCTGG ATATC ACCCGAGTTCTCGCTTCCTATAGT 

GAGTCGTATTAATTTCTCGTCTTCCGGTCTCTCCrCTCAAGCCTCAGCGTTGTCT 
CTTCC3' 

RNA2A Seq ID No. 13 

5'GGAAGCGAGAACUCGGGUGAUAUCCAGAACGCAGACAAGCAGGCA 3* 
P robe 4A Seq ID No. 14 

5'TCGTCTTCCGGTCTCTCCTCTCAAGCCTCAGCGTTGTCTCTTCCTATAGTG 

AGTCGTATTAATTTCTGCCTGCTTGTCTGCGTTCTGGATATCACCCGAGTTCTCG 
CTTCC3* 

RNA3A Seq ID No. 15 

5'GGAAGAGACAACGCUGAGGCUUGAGAGGAGAGACCGGAAGACGA3' 
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Prnhe 5A as Seq ID No. 5, Example 1 

Prnhe 6A (as Seq ID No. 5 but with Hex between bases -31/-32) 

5'TCGTCTTCCGGTCTCTCCTCTCAAGCCTCAGCGTTCTCTCTTCCTATAGTGAGT 
CGTATTAATTTCTGCCTCCTTHGTCTCCGTTCTGGATATCACCCGATGTGTCTCC 

C3' 

Prnhe 7A No Hex Seq ID No. 16 

5 ' TCGTCTTCCGGTCTCTCCTCTC A AGCCTC AGCGTTGTCTCTTCCTATAGTG 
AGTCGTATTAATTTCTGCCTGCTTGTCTGCGTTCTGGATATGACCCGAGTTCTCG 

CTTCC 3' 

Prnhe 8A (as Seq ID No. 16 but with Hex between bases -31/-32) 

5' TCGTCTTCCGGTCTCTCCTCTCAAGCCTCAGCGTTGTCTCTTCCTATAGTG 

AGTCGTATTAATTTCTGCCTGCTTHGTCTGCGTTCTGGATATCACCCGAGTTCTC 

GCTTCC 3' 

Prnhe 9A No Hex (as Seq ID No. 12) 

5 ' TGCCTGCTTGTCTGCGTTCTGG ATATCACCCG AGTTCTCGCTTCCTATAGT 
GAGTCGTATTAATTTCTCGTCTTCCGGTCTCTCCTCTCAAGCCTCAGCGTTGTCT 

CTTCC 3' 

Prnhe 10A (as Seq ID No. 12 but with Hex between bases -31/-32) 
5TGCCTGCTTGTCTGCGTTCTGGATATCACCCGAGTTCTCGCTTCCTATAGTGA 

GTCGTATTAATTTCTCGTCTTCCHGGTCTCTCCTCTCAAGCCTCAGCGTTGTCTC 
TTCC3' 

ra pture; Pmbe 1 as Seq ID No. 6, Example 1 
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s^^| ID No. 7, Example 1 



Detection probe \ as^G, ID No. 7, Example 1 
Capture Prnhe 1 Seq ID No. 17 

5' TCTGCTCGTCTTCCGGTCTCTCCTC 3' (5' biotinylated) 

Detection prnhe 7 Seq ID No. 18 

5 ' TC A AGCCTC AGC 3 ' (3 ' alkaline phosphatase) 

Example 4 

This example demonstrated that different chemical linkers could be used as blockers of 
RNA polymerase single strand read through and other non-specific side reactions caused 
by nucleic acid polymerases. In all cases the chemical linker to be tested was positioned 
between bases -31/-32. 

4.1 Preparation of oliffnniirlPftfirffg 

All oligonucleotide probes were synthesised as described previously. Octanediol (Oct) was 
incorporated by reaction of the growing chain with 8-dimethoxytrityl octanediol, l-[(2- 
cyahoemyI):(N;NKliisopropyi)i-phosphorarnidite. Propanediol (Pro) was incorporated by 
reaction of the growing chain with 3-dimethoxytrityl propanediol, l-[(2-cyanoethyl)-(N,N- 
diisopropyl)]-phosphoramidite. All oligonucleotides were HPLC purified using standard 
techniques. 

4.2 Preparation of RNA 

RNA1 was prepared using 100 ftnol of probes 1 and 2, T7 RNA polymerase buffer 
(Promega); T7 RNA polymerase (Promega) (25 units) and 2 ul rNTP mix (Amersham 
Pharmacia Biotech). The reaction volume was made up to 20 ul with RNase-free distilled 
water. The mixture was incubated at 37°C for 3 hours. 

4-3 Synthesi s of RNA off hybridised nli P nni,pi^tjH» 

The reaction mixture contained 10 fmol of probe 3, probe 4 or probe 5 and 10 ftnol of 
RNA1 transcribed using probes 1 and 2. This RNA was complementary to the 3' end of 
probes 3, 4 or 5; Bst DNA polymerase (New England Biolabs) (3' -> 5' exo-minus, 4 
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units); 1 ul dNTP mix (Amersham Phannacia Biotech); T7 RNA polymerase buffer; T7 
RNA polymerase (25 units) and 2 ul rNTP mix (Amersham Phrmacia Biotech). The 
reaction volume was made up to 20 ul with RNase-free distilled water. The mixture was 
incubated at 37 °C for 3 hours. 

4.4 rapture and detection of svnthesised RNA 

10 ul of assay sample was processed as described in Example 1.4. The results are shown 
in Figure 12. Figure 12 shows the results obtained using probes for reactions, the probes 
being identical but for the type of blocking moiety present (hex, octanediol, or 
propanediol). Results for duplicate experiments are shown. Of the three chemical linkers 
tested between bases -31/-32, all resulted in the same level of background control. 
Therefore any of these three linkers could be used with the same effect. 

4.5 T,ist of oligonucleotides 
Probe 1 Seq ID No. 19 

5' TCGTCTTCCGGTCTCTCCTCTCAAGCCTCAGCGCTCTCTCTCCCTATAGTG 
AGTCGTATTAATTTC 3' 

Prone 2 - as Seq ID No. 3, Example 1 

Probe 3 (H = Hexaethylene glycol) Seq ID No. 20 

5' TGCCTGCTTGTCTGCGTTCTGGATATCACCCGAGTTCTCGCTTCCTATAGT 
GAGTCGTATTAATTTCTCGTCTTCCHGGTCTCTCCTCTCAAGCCTCAGCGCTCTC 
TCTCCC 3' 

Probe 4 (as Seq ID No. 20 but with O = Octanediol) 

5' TGCCTGCTTGTCTGCGTTCTGGATATCACCCGAGTTCTCGCTTCCTATAGT 
GAGTCGTATTAATTTCTCGTCTTCCOGGTCTCTCCTCTCAAGCCTCAGCGCTCTC 
TCTCCC 3' 

Probe 5 (as Seq ID No. 20 but with P = Propanediol) 
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5' TGCCTGCTTG^CTGCGTTCTGGATATCACCCGA^ffcTCGCTTCCTATAGT 

GAGTCGTATTAATTTCTCGTCTTCCPGGTCTCTCCTCTCAAGCCTCAGCGCTCTC 
TCTCCC 3' 



Sequence of transcribed RN A - as Seq ID No. 13, Example 3 



Capture Probe - as Seq ID No. 6, Example 1 
Detection probe - as Seq ID No. 7, Example 1 



Example 5 

This experiment was to establish how T7 RNA polymerase and Bst DNA polymerase 
interacted with a Hex linker. These experiments were performed as shown in Figures 13a 
and 13b. 



These experiments showed that when reactions were performed with a Hex linker 
positioned downstream of the T7 promoter (Figure 13a), no RNA signal was detected. 
This occurred with both transcription (Figure 14a) and extension plus transcription (Figure 
14b) reactions. Control reactions without a Hex linker (probe 3) resulted in an RNA 
signal being detected. Also, when a DNA primer was used that did not overlap a Hex 
linker positioned upstream of the T7 promoter (probe 7; Figure 13b), no RNA signal was 
detected (Figure 15). The control reaction with the DNA primer overlapping the Hex 
linker (probe 5) did result in an RNA signal. These results indicated that: (1) 
transcription by T7 RNA polymerase was terminated when a Hex linker was located in the 
template to be transcribed, downstream of the T7 promoter; (2) extension and transcription 
reactions failed when the 3' end of a DNA primer was positioned upstream of a Hex linker 
in the template to be transcribed. 

5,1 Preparation of oligonucleotides 

All oligonucleotide probes were synthesised and purified as described previously. 
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5.2 Preparation of RNA 

RNA1 was prepared using 100 ftnol of probes 1 and 2, T7 RNA polymerase buffer; T7 
RNA polymerase (25 units) and 2 ul rNTP mix (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech). The 
reaction volume was made up to 20 ul with RNase-free distilled water. The mixture was 
incubated at 37°C for 3 hours. 

5.3 Synthesis of RNA hv transcription 

Reaction mixtures contained 10 ftnol of probe 2 and probe 3 or 10 ftnol of probe 2 and 
probe 4. Probe 2 was complementary to the -5 and T7 promoter sequences of probes 3 and 
4 thereby creating a double stranded T7 promoter. Reactions contained T7 RNA 
polymerase buffer (Promega); T7 RNA polymerase (Promega) (25 units) and 2 ul rNTP 
mix (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech). The reaction volume was made up to 20 ul with 
RNase-free distilled water. The mixture was incubated at 37 °C for 3 hours. 

5.4 S ynthesis of RNA off hybri dised RNA or DNA primers 

Reaction mixtures contained 10 ftnol of RNA 1 and probe 3 or 10 ftnol RNA1 and probe 4; 
10 ftnol probe 5 and probe 6 or 10 ftnol probe 7 and probe 6; 10 ftnol probe 5 and probe 
8 or 10 ftnol probe 7 and probe 8. The RNA or DNA primers (RNA1, probe 5 or probe 
7) were complementary to the 3' ends of probes 3, 4, 6 and 8. Each reaction contained 
Bst DNA polymerase (New England Biolabs) (3' 5' exo-minus, 4 units); 1 ul dNTP 
mix (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech); T7 RNA polymerase buffer; T7 RNA polymerase 
(25 units) and 2 lrNTP mix. The reaction volume was made up to 20 1 with RNase-free 
distilled water. The mixture was incubated at 37 °C for 3 hours. 

5.5 Ca pture and detection nf svnthesised RNA 

An aliquot of the assay sample was processed as described in preceding examples. RNA 
transcripts from probes 3 and 4 were quantified using capture probe 1 and detection probe 
1; RNA transcripts from probes 6 and 8 were quantified using capture probe 2 and 
detection probe 2. Results are presented in Figures 14 and 15. Figure 14(a) shows the 
amount of RNA produced using probes 2 and 3 (left hand pair of columns) or probes 2 and 
4 (right hand pair of columns), in a transcription-only reaction. Figure 14(b) shows the 
amount of RNA produced in a reaction requiring extension, followed by transcription, 
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using probe 3 and RNA1 (left hand pair of columns) or probe 4 and RNA 1 (right hand 
pair of columns). For each pair of columns, the left hand column shows the yield for the 
full reaction, and the right hand column shows the yield for the control reaction. In both 
14(a) and 14(b) a hex moiety was located downstream of the 17 promoter, as indicated in 
Figure 13(a). 

Figure 15 shows the amount of RNA produced using a template without hex (a) or a 
template with hex (b). a(i) shows the results using probes 5 and 6, a(ii) shows the results 
using probes 6 and 7, b(i) shows the results using probes 5 and 8, b(ii) shows the results 
using probes 7 and 8. 

5.6 TJst of oligonucleotides 
Probe 1 Seq ID No. 21 

5 ' TGCCTCCTTGTCTCCGTTCTGGATATCACCCGATGTGTCTCCCTATAGTG 
ATCGTATTAATTTC 3' 

Probe-2 - as Seq ID No. 3, Example -1 

Probe 3 - as Seq ID No. 5, Example 1 

Probe 4 (as probe 3 above, but with H = Hexaethylene glycol) 

5'TCGTCTTCCGGTCTCTCCTCTCAAGCCTCAGCHGTTCTCTCTTCCTATAGTGAG 

TCGTATTAATTTCTGCCTCCTTGTCTCCGTTCTGGATATCACCCGATGTGTCTCC 

C3' 

Probe 5 Seq ID No. 22 

5' GGGAGAGAGAGCGCTGAGGCTTGAGAGGAGAGACCGGAAGACGA 3* 

Probe 6 - (as Seq ID No. 20, but without Hex) 

Probe 7 Seq ID No. 23 

5' GGGAGAGAGAGCGCTGAGGCT 3' 
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Probe 8 ( H = Hexaethylene glycol) - as Seq ID No. 20 

Capture Probe 1 - as Seq ID No. 17, Example 3 

Detection Probe 1 - as Seq ID No. 18, Example 3 

Capture Probe 2 - as Seq ID No. 6, Example 1 

Detection Probe 2 - as Seq ID No. 7, Example 1 
5* GGAT ATC ACCCG3 * (3' alkaline phosphatase) 

Example 6 

This example compared the stepped amplification of 50 amol of a DNA primer using two 
linear DNA templates either containing or not containing chemical linkers. 

6.1 Preparation of oligonucleotides 

All oligonucleotide probes were prepared and purified as described previously. 

6.2 Synthesis of RNA off hybridised oligonucleotide 

For reactions using probes with chemical linkers, the following method was used. 
Hybridisation was achieved in an assay mixture that contained 1 fmol of probe 1 and 50 
amol of a DNA primer (probe 2) complementary to the 3* end of the linear template (probe 
1); Bst DNA polymerase (New England Biolabs) (3* -> 5' exo-, 4 units); 1 jal dNTP mix 
(Amersham Pharmacia Biotech). The reaction volume was made up to 18 \il with RNase- 
free distilled water. The mixture was incubated at 37 °C for 1 hour. After this time, 
20 ftnol probe 3 was added in a volume of 2 1, thus making the reaction volume 20 1. For 
reactions containing probes without chemical linkers, probes 4 and 5 were used. Control 
reactions contained probes 1 and 3 only or probes 4 and 5 only. 

6.3 Capture and detection of svnthes ised RNA 
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20 yd of the assay sample (or a dilution thereof) was processed as described in the previous 
examples. Results are presented in Figure 16. Figure 16 shows RNA yield (in 
femtomoles) for "stepped" (i.e. non-cycling) amplification reactions in which the template 
comprised a blocking moiety in accordance with the invention (A), or used conventional 
template probes without a blocking moiety (B). All reactions used 1 fmol of first template, 
and either 20 or 40 fmol of second template, as indicated beneath the columns. The 
numbers above the columns indicate the amplification factor (top number) and signal: noise 
ratio (bottom number). As with previous figures, in each pair of columns, the left hand 
column shows the result for the full reaction, the right hand column shows the results for 
the control reaction. These show that, to improve the process of stepped amplification, 
chemical linkers are required in the DNA templates. In this work, an Octanediol linker 
was located between bases -31/-32 in the first DNA template and a Hexaethylene glycol 
between bases -31/-32 in the second DNA template. The results of the reactions showed 
that the signal noise and the amount of RNA transcribed were lower when chemical linkers 
were not included. 

6.4 List of oligonucleotides 

Probe 1 (O = Oct) as Probe 4, Example 4 

5* TGCCTGCTTGTCTGCGTTCTGGATATCACCCGAGTTCTCGCTTCCTATAGT 

GAGTCGTATTAATTTCTCGTCTTCCQGGTCTCTCCTCTCAAGCCTCAGCGCTCTC 
TCTCCC 3' 

Probe 2 as Seq ID No. 22, Example 5 
Probe 3 (H = Hex) Seq ID No. 24 

5 ' TCTGGTGGCTCGGCTCGCGTGCGTG ATCG ATGGTTGTCTCTTCCT ATA 

GTGAGTCGTATTAATTTCTGCCTGCTTHGTCTGCGTTCTGGATATCACCCG 
AGTTCTCGCTTCC 3' 

Probe 4 - as Seq ID No. 20, but without Hex 
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^ gnpnrft of transcribed RNA SeqIDNo. 25 

5' GGAAGAGACAACCAUCGAUCACGCACGCGAGCCGAGCCACCAGA 3' ?. 
r ? r mrft Probe Seq ID No. 26 

5' TCGTGTCTGGTGGCTCGGCTCGCGT (5' biotinylated) 
potion probe SeqIDNo. 27 

5' GCGTGATCGATG 3' (3' alkaline phosphatase labelled) 
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Claim? 

1. A probe molecule comprising single stranded nucleic acid; said probe comprising a 
single stranded sequence complementary to a target nucleic acid sequence; a single 
strand of an RNA polymerase promoter sequence, and a blocking moiety adjacent or 
substantially adjacent to the promoter sequence. 

2. A probe according to claim 1, comprising the template strand of an RNA polymerase 
promoter. 

3. A probe according to claim 1 or 2, comprising a -5 sequence adjacent to the 3* end of 
the promoter sequence. 

4. A probe according to any one of claims 1, 2 or 3, comprising a +12 sequence 
adjacent to the 5' end of the promoter. 

5 ... A probe according to any one of the preeeding claims, such that-when hybridised to 
the target, the 3' end of the target is extendible by a DNA polymerase. 

6. A probe according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the target 
complementary portion is located 3' of the promoter sequence. 

7. A probe according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein a blocking moiety is 
located between position -19 and -68. 

8. A probe according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein a blocking moiety is 
located between position -19 and -38. 

9. A probe according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein a blocking moiety is 
located between position -22 and -35. 
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10. A probe according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the blocking moiety 
comprises a CVC^ alkyl, alkanol or alkylene residue. 

11. A probe according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the probe comprises a 
C 3 -C l0 alkyl, alkanol or alkylene residue. 

12. A probe according to any one of the preceding claims comprising an octanediol, 
propanediol or hexaethylene glycol residue. 

13. A probe according to any one of the preceding claims, comprising PNA and/or LNA. 

14. A probe according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein a target 
complementary portion of the probe comprises PNA and/or LNA. 

15. A method of detecting a nucleic acid sequence of interest in a sample, the method 
comprising the steps of: contacting a nucleic acid probe molecule in accordance with 
any one of the preceding claims with a nucleic acid target molecule, which target is 
the sequence of interest or is formed as a result of the presence in the sample of the 
sequence of interest; causing extension of the 3* end of the target using the probe as a 
template, thereby creating a functional double stranded RNA polymerase promoter; 
causing RNA synthesis from the RNA polymerase promoter, to create an RNA 
molecule; and detecting directly or indirectly the RNA molecule so produced. 

16. A method according to claim 15, wherein the RNA molecule is caused to hybridise to 
a further probe molecule and extended, creating a further RNA polymerase promoter 
which causes synthesis of a further RNA molecule, thereby amplifying the amount of 
RNA produced. 

17. A method according to claim 16, wherein the further RNA molecule is caused to 
hybridise to a second further probe molecule and is extended. 
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18. A method according to claim 16 or 17, wherein the sequence of the further RNA 
molecule is substantially similar to that of the original target molecule, such that the 
further RNA molecule is able to hybridise, under the assay conditions employed, to 
the original nucleic acid probe molecule. 

19. A method according to any one of claims 16, 17 or 18, wherein the target sequence 
comprises DNA or RNA. 

20. A method according to any one of claims 16-19, wherein the target sequence is DNA 
or RNA formed as a result of the presence in the sample of the nucleic acid sequence 
of interest. 

21. A method according to any one of claims 16-20, wherein the RNA molecule is 
detected directly or indirectly by means of a labelled binding partner. 

22. A method according to claim 21, wherein the labelled binding partner comprises an 
enzyme, a fluorophore, radiolabel or biochemical label. 

23. A method according to claim 21 or 22, wherein the labelled binding partner 
comprises DNA, RNA, LNA, PNA, or any combination thereof. 

24. A kit for use in performing the method of any one of claims 16-23, comprising a 
probe molecule in accordance with any one of claims 1-14, and packaging means. 

25. A kit according to claim 24, further comprising one or more of the following: 
instructions for performing the method of any one of claims 16-23; a buffer; a DNA 
polymerase; an RNA polymerase; deoxyribonucleotide triphosphates; ribonucleotide 
triphosphates; and a labelled binding partner. 

26. A method of detecting a nucleic acid sequence of interest in a sample, the method 
comprising the steps of: contacting a nucleic acid probe molecule in accordance with 
any one of claims 1-14 with a further probe andwith a nucleic acid target molecule, 
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which target is the seance of interest or is formed as a result of the presence in the 
sample of the sequence of interest; causing the further probe molecule and the target 
molecule to hybridise adjacent each other to the probe molecule, thereby creating a 
functional double stranded RNA polymerase promoter; causing RNA synthesis from 
the RNA polymerase promoter, to create an RNA molecule; and detecting directly or 
indirectly the RNA molecule so produced. 
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